
Hampton Town Website Review Committee SPECIAL Meeting 

Minutes 

Thursday, May 3, 2012 

3:00PM 

 

Meeting was called to order at 3:04pm by Chair Melanie Johnston.  

 

Members present included, Melanie Johnston, Gay Wagner, Eleanor Linkkila, & Kathi 

Newcombe 

Members absent:  Mary Oliver, Kris Crawford & Donna Tommelleo. 

Also present:  Ray Pittman of Quasar LLC, Brian Hathaway, IT Consultant, & 1
st
 Selectman 

Allan Cahill. 

 

Audience for citizens  

None. 

 

Review of requested website changes with Quasar 

The Committee reviewed the list of its responses & clarifications with Ray & Brian.  The desire 

for a Google-type calendar and requested changes associated with it were discussed at length.  

Once Ray understood what the Committee was trying to accomplish and explained the problem 

with eliminating the meeting detail page, a compromise was reached on the topic whereby a 

Google-type calendar would be supported (item #1 on the list) and the meeting detail page would 

have a direct link to the entity (board, commission, etc) holding such a meeting or event, in order 

to minimize the number of “clicks” a user would have to make in order to get to the desired 

information (item #4 on the list).  Also, the events listing on the home page will be replaced with 

a “bulletin board” including the functionality to support it.  The left-side picture would be 

replaced with contact info for the town of Hampton on all pages; the picture(s) displayed would 

change whenever the user moves to a different page.  The mockups provided by Mary would be 

used as a basis for the format desired.  Also, the status field would be removed from the 

organization detail page, the names of the members, with term end date added, would move up on 

the right side of the page, the upcoming event field would be moved from the right side to above 

the historical meeting list, and the meeting list information prior to the current year would be 

collapsed into the name of the year which, when clicked on, would expand that year’s meeting 

information. 

#2 (highlighted calendar days) are no longer needed. 

It was determined that #3 on the list (preliminary calendar in prominent place on home page) was 

a simple change once the clarification was made that the home page calendar would just be a 

picture of a calendar linking to the full-screen Google-type calendar with the detail. 



Organizing the forms & documents page by function (#5) and separating each function to make 

the page more visually pleasing will be done. 

Eliminating the long drop-down lists and replacing with a listing on a separate page for pertinent 

headings will be done (#6) 

#7 (email masking) will be deferred at this time until Brian determines the feasibility of giving all 

appropriate person generic email accounts (e.g. pzcchair@hamptonct.org) which could be 

accessed remotely. 

#8 (link to entry submission form on calendar page) will be done. 

#9 & 10 (interface with Paypal & recreation software) will be done. 

#13 (mobile site) will be deferred at this time until the town can apply for an emergency 

management grant, since accessing and disseminating emergency management information would 

be the primary reason for this modification. 

#14 (ability to upload pdf documents with minimum # of keystrokes) will be done. 

Ray & Brian also suggested use of the manual/auto messaging system.  The Committee also 

suggested extended training for the administrative assistant or whomever is making changes to 

the website in order to facilitate maximum efficiency in the maintenance of the system. 

 

Kathi reported that the town is currently paying $480/year to Quasar LLC for maintenance. 

 

Estimate cost for changes  

Ray estimated the cost for the changes to be less than $1,000 as many of the items requested 

would have been rolled into the original price ($4,300) of creating the website had there been a 

Committee to make suggestions for it. 

 

Audience for citizens  

None.  

 

Adjournment  

Melanie moved and Kathi seconded to adjourn at 4:34pm.  

 

Respectfully submitted,  

Kathi Newcombe 

mailto:pzcchair@hamptonct.org

