
Town of Hampton 
Board of Finance 

 Regular Budget Meeting 
Tuesday, April 15, 2014   

7pm 
Hampton Town Hall 

 
Meeting Minutes 

 
 
Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order at 7:06pm by Chair Jeff Clermont. 
 
Members present:  Jeff Clermont, Nick Brown, Ed Adelman, Dan Meade. 
Alternates present:  None. 
Members/alternates absent:   Rick Matejka, Penny Newbury, Rheo Brouillard, Luciann Norton, Mike 
Higgins. 
 
Also present:  1st Selectman Al Cahill, Treasurer Ellen Rodriguez and Recording Clerk Kathi Newcombe, 
and a few audience members. 
 
Seating of alternates:  None. 
 
Citizen Comments:  None 
 
Approval of minutes of 3/11/14, 3/18/14 & 3/25/14 meetings: 
Recording Clerk Kathi Newcombe reviewed the areas in each set of minutes that had been questioned 
and played for Board members the section of the audiotape recording of each meeting pertaining to the 
questioned areas.  After listening to the audiotapes, the following motions were made and passed: 
Nick moved and Dan seconded to approve the 3/11/14 meeting minutes with the following 
amendments: 

o On page 3 under Reports/Action Board of Education, after “Dan pointed out that Hampton 
was not the only town in the state” finish the statement with “where property values have 
gone down.” 

o On page 3 under Reports/Action Board of Education, change Rheo’s comment (following Dan’s 
above) from “BoF must listen to taxpayers.  There’s a lot…” to “BoF must listen to taxpayers, 
there’s a lot….” in order to clarify that this is Rheo’s opinion. 

Motion passed unanimously. 
Nick moved and Dan seconded to approve the 3/18/14 meeting minutes; motion passed unanimously. 
Dan moved and Nick seconded to approve the 3/11/14 meeting minutes with the following 
amendments: 

o On page 2 under Citizens Comments, Dayna McDermott-Arriola’s comments about the test 
scores, change “very low test scores in all areas” to “very low test scores in all areas in the 
third grade.” 

o On page 3 under 2014-15 Budget Worksession, add the word “more” after the figure “$1,568.” 
o On page 5 under 2014-15 Budget Worksession, in Supt. Graseck’s statements about grants, 

change the words “bad information about the eligibility for the grant” to “bad information 
about the eligibility for the safety grant.” 

Motion passed unanimously. 



Communications: 
A Freedom of Information request was received on 4/10/14 from Dayna McDermott-Arriola and Kathy 
Donahue for copies of the audiotapes from the meetings of 3/25/13 & 4/8/13. 
A Freedom of Information request was received on 4/14/14 from Dayna McDermott-Arriola and Kathy 
Donahue for copies of the audiotapes from the meetings of 11/12/13 & 1/14/14 and legal opinions 
sought by BoF members concerning the bylaws.  The members present have not had any legal opinions; 
the request will be forwarded to the rest of the members/alternates for review and response. 
 
Dairy abatement: 
Board members reviewed the application for Dairy Abatement from Clark Woodmansee and the 
recommendation from Tax Collector Harry Baum. 
Nick moved and Dan seconded to approve the dairy farm abatement, application of Clark 
Woodmansee, at the 50% rate as recommended by Tax Collector Harry Baum; motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
2014-15 budget:   
The town assessment document from RD11 was previously emailed to members.  The RD11 BoE voted 
to put $50,000 of their reserve to offset some of the assessment to the towns.  If the budgets are passed 
as is, the new mil rate will be 32.23, a 7.43 mil rate increase of which 6.02 mil are due to revaluation and 
1.41 increase are due to the increases in the budgets. 
The public hearing will be set for Wednesday, April 30th, at 7pm in the community room, at a Board of 
Selectmen meeting to be held early next week.  Nick asked if the referendum could be held in 
conjunction with the RD11 budget referendum on May 6th; it was determined that there was not enough 
time to do so.  A legal notice for the public hearing will be required.  Tentative dates for the Annual town 
meeting are Wednesday, May 14th or Thursday, May 15th, with a referendum date of May 21st or 22nd. 
 
Approval of 2012-13 annual report:   
Approval was tabled to next meeting when Board of Finance executive summary has been completed. 
 
Next meeting date, time & agenda (Tuesday, 5/13 at 7pm):    
 

o Approval of minutes (4/8 & 4/15)  
o Approval of annual report 

 
The only other meeting between now and 5/13 is the 4/30 public hearing. 
 
Citizen Comments:   None. 
 
Adjourn:  The meeting was adjourned at 7:45pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Kathi Newcombe,  
BoF Recording Clerk 


